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From the Headmistress' tablet
Well, did we have fun and games at school on Wednesday afternoon. Right in the middle
of the first co-curricular activity of the afternoon and a two and a half hour scheduled load
shedding blackout, not only did the heavens open but the most beautiful display of
lightning and ear-splitting thunder joined in, to totally disrupt the Aftercare study
sessions. It was beyond humid and the “dungeon” is dark, with only one window. Rain
hypes up South African children, but more so those in Phalaborwa, who experience less
of it than in most other parts of the country. Some were roped in to carry the small
children’s bags undercover and returned drenched. All of this contributed to a memorable
afternoon and as an introduction to Valentine’s Day, the following day. The rain was
wonderful and lowered the sweltering temperatures.
As we enter the sixth week of term, we have many functions and activities coming up.
Last week’s highlights were the Valentine’s Day activities. We also had College PRC
training, a chess tournament and cycling events. Our College teachers, Mrs Vundla, Mrs
Knox, Miss Green and Mr Mutuswa found the IEB User Group Conferences in
Johannesburg to be of value.
Please support your child at Friday’s Preparatory School gala. We would like to see as
many parents as possible at school.
If your child has been chosen to participate in next week’s Oral Festival, please assist
them with their preparation.

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to the following Kingfishers:
Fledglings: Raesetsa Masekwameng 24 February
Grade R:
Taonga Zulu
25 February
Grade 10: Jani Jordaan
26 February
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The Laws of Friendship
As kids grow, the ground rules of friendships develop and change. Learning these “laws” can help us
understand and support our children’s social lives so we can be there when they need us.
Friendship begins at babyhood. A child’s first best friends are usually his parents. By the time kids can
crawl, they start meeting other kids. Early play remains parallel. Around age three, children become
able to play with each other and form deeper friendships, although parallel play still continues. By age
eight, friends take up a lot of children’s interests and energy. It doesn’t mean your children don’t love
you, but it does mean you have diminished in your stature as top friend.
Friendship is the gold of childhood. Kids discover it themselves, and it’s incredibly precious. Other
things in life are imposed — school, bedtime, what’s for dinner — but friends are something kids choose
for themselves.
Children maintain limited numbers of friends. Kids generally have from one – ten “important” friends
at a time, with an average of about five. And not all of these friendships will last, even when the parents
are best friends.
Each child has his own friendship temperament. Your child may be naturally shy, naturally outgoing,
or even naturally bossy. Your child may like trios, large groups or being one-on-one. And your child may
have a very different friendship temperament than you. While you can’t necessarily change your child,
you can encourage him to stretch — a bit.
Conflicts with close friends are inevitable. Tensions arise at every age and stage, but the ability to
resolve conflicts independently develops as kids get older. “Kids actually experience more conflicts with
close friends than with acquaintances,” says Lawrence Cohen, Ph.D. “At first that might seem weird, but
if you think about it, you can get over what an acquaintance says, but what a friend says and does really
matters. And because you are friends, you are motivated to work it through.”
Trios can truly be trying. It is a big developmental step to move from playing with one friend to playing
with two friends at the same time. Often, there’s an odd person out, so like the uneven legs of a stool, a
trio sometimes tips over into conflict and disappointment. Therefore, some kids do very well in trios, but
others prefer to be one-on-one or in larger groups.
Most children prefer to play with kids of the same gender in school. While babies and toddlers don’t
generally discriminate over the sex of their playmate, once kids enter preschool, many prefer friends of
the same sex. However, outside of school, many kids maintain opposite sex friendships. “It’s important
to encourage friendships with kids of the opposite sex. This is something to be nurtured and your child
will value and enjoy it, particularly because she may not do this at school,” notes Diane Levin, Ph.D.,
Professor of Education at Wheelock College.
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By age ten or eleven, boys and girls become interested in each other. As kids begin puberty,
platonic boy-girl friendships begin to form. Socializing often occurs in groups rather than one-on-one.
Girls often spend time talking about boys, who are generally a little more awkward and wonder how
to relate to girls. Many schools will start sex education in the 4th grade and recommend parents
begin discussing sex with their children in appropriate ways at home. “As kids approach puberty,
parents should talk about sex and set up the right kinds of guidelines for social interaction. Inviting
groups of boys and girls to your home (and maintaining a reasonable level of supervision) is a good
way to encourage safe socializing that kids and parents will feel comfortable with,” notes Lawrence
Cohen, Ph.D.
Many children experiment with social power. By the time kids are four or five years old, many
discover that excluding or teasing someone makes them feel powerful and they find this exciting.
Kids also test their powers to see how effective they are. A four-year-old might invite a group to go to
the swings and wait to see how many follow. A six-year-old might start the “I hate Josh club,” or tell
other kids “not to talk to Marion today.” At ten, power plays occur over who has the most friends, or
by “stealing” friends.
Children care about being popular, but friendship rules. “From about 2nd grade through high
school, being popular becomes important to many children. But friendship is the thing that endures,”
advises Cohen. “A friend wants you to be yourself and likes you for who you are. While not being in
the “in crowd” might seem devastating, encourage your child to simply make good friends. Help him
nurture those friendships and the crisis over not being in the cool group should subside.”

DATES TO REMEMBER – 2019
Lost property check
Civvies for merits
Inter-house Prep school gala
College detention
Lost property check

22 February
22 February
22 February
22 February
27 February

07:15 – 07:30
14:00 – 16:00
14:00 – 16:00
07:15 – 07:30

TUCKSHOP – MENU
Thursday 21 February:
Burgers
R20

Tuesday 24 February:
Yankees

R10

Friday 22 February:
Boerewors rolls
Russian rolls

Wednesday 25 February:
Chicken & Beef burgers

R20

R25
R25

Monday 23 February:
Sandwiches
R15
Chips & Russians
R20
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ACADEMICS
FOYER DISPLAY 2019
18 February

Grade R

4 March

Grade 1

3 April

Grade 2

6 May

Grade 3

20 May

Grade 4

3 June

Grade 5

16 July

Grade 6

29 July

Grade 7

12 August

Grade 8

26 August

Grade 9

9 September

Fledglings

8 October

Grade R

21 October

Grade 1

4 November

Grade 2

18 November

Grade 3
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STAR OF THE WEEK – 18 – 22
FEBRUARY

AMESA 2019
The 2019 AMESA Mathematics Olympiad
entry fees are R3 per Primary school pupil
and R5 per Secondary school pupil.

Star of the week: Handwriting
Grade 1: Michelle Shilowa
Grade 2: Lesedi Mmowane
Grade 3: Tumelo Claasen

SPORT & CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

COLLEGE INTER-HOUSE
SWIMMING GALA

CHESS TOURNAMENT
The chess tournament that was played on Saturday
in the Foskor Hall was a great success. Thank you to
all who participated and assisted on the day and well
done to all our players.

When: Friday 01 March
Time: 14:00 – 16:30
Where: Kingfisher swimming
pool
Tuckshop will be available.
PREPARATORY SCHOOL SOUTHERN CROSS GALA

The Preparatory school gala
vs Southern Cross will take
place on the 28 February
from 14:00.

MINI-OLYMPICS
The Fledglings and Grade
Rs will be taking part in
the Mini-Olympics at the
Green School on Friday 5
April. We wish them a
fun filled day.

PREPARATORY SCHOOL – INTERHOUSE
GALA
The Preparatory school Interhouse gala will take place on the 22
February from 14:00 – 17:00. All pupils must come dressed in
their house-shirt, shorts and tekkies. Please remember your
costume, towel, cap and sunscreen.
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place swimmers will be chosen to participate
in the gala against Southern Cross on the 28th of February.
Letters of participation will be issued on Monday the 25th of
February.
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SWIM-A-THON
All pupils received their Swim-a-thon sponsorship forms and letters. Sponsorship forms to be
returned on the 7th of March, late forms will be fined. The Swim-a-thon will be held on
Thursday the 07th of March from 17:00 – 20:00.
This is a compulsory event for the whole school.
The class who collects the most money will be rewarded with a Spur lunch. Remember to bring
items for the lucky packets.

CHESS TEAM
A reminder that the Kingfisher Chess Team will play a match against Meridian College on
Thursday the 21 February from 14:00 – 15:40. Letters of participation were issued on
Wednesday. Please note that there will be NO chess as an extra-mural on the day of the
match.

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
A friendly Volleyball match between Kingfisher and Khanyisa Education centre in Giyani will
take place on Saturday the 23rd of February at Khanyisa Education Centre. The college girls’
and boys’ teams will depart at 7am on the day and will return at around 4pm. We wish our
teams all the best.

MANKHULU 5 CYCLING
Jani Jordaan in Grade 10 participated in the 35km Mankhulu 5 cycling challenge in Polokwane
which took place on Saturday 16 February.
Jani came 1st in her age group and first
overall with a record time of 1h24 minutes.
Well done Jani!
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ACTIVITIES
CAKE SALES 2019
13 March

SPUR DATES 2019

Grade 1 - 3

26 February
28 May
23 July
26 November

PRE-SCHOOL CAKE SALE
Thank you for all the donations sent to school by the Fledgling and Grade R parents.
The amount raised will be published in next week’s newsletter.

PREPARATORY SCHOOL ENGLISH ORAL FESTIVAL
A reminder of the Preparatory School English Oral Festival being held on Thursday 28
February from 18:00 – 19:20 in the Foskor Hall. It is compulsory for all Grade 1 – 7
pupils to attend and to be dressed in their formal school uniform. Pupils must be at school
no later that 17:45 and parents are please asked to be seated by 17:55. Parents may park
on the field. Please note that no children 5 years old and under will be allowed to attend
this event and there will be no babysitting facilities available.

FUN AFTERNOON – GRADE 4 – 6
The fun afternoon for the Grade 4 – 6 pupils was held on the 15th of February. It
was a fun afternoon and the pupils enjoyed the day. Thank you to all who assisted
on the day.

COLLEGE TOUR
The College tour will take place from the 19th – 21st July 2019 in the 3rd term. The
College pupils will be going to Mankele Mountain Biking Resort close to
Nelspruit. Letters were issued. Reply slips must please be returned by the 15th of
February. For any enquiries please contact Ms Nagel.
INTERSEN PHASE TOURS
Letters about the Intersen Phase Tour were handed out to the pupils. We encourage
parents to start making small payments each month in order to make the financial
pressure less.
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SPUR EVENING
Please remind your parents of our Spur
Evening on Tuesday the 26th of February.
Remember, the more you eat and drink the
more money Kingfisher receives. Come and
support our Grade 10s who will be the
waitrons of the evening.

PREPARATORY SCHOOL EISTEDDFOD
With regards to the eisteddfods this year, the school has decided to hold an internal
Preparatory School Eisteddfod in September, as part of the school’s 20th year
celebrations. The Tzaneen Eisteddfod is no longer running and the closest venue for
the provincial eisteddfod is Nelspruit. The affiliation fees for the Hoedspruit
Eisteddfod are quite high and at this point, we do not have enough participants to
justify these costs. We are, however, aiming to build this aspect up in our school to
such an extent that we are able to participate in the Hoedspruit Eisteddfod in the
future.

PUPIL DROP OFF AREA
Parents please refrain from driving into the school grounds and dropping your children
off. All pupils have to enter by the fingerprint gate.
Thank you for your co-operation.

COLLEGE PRC
The PRC training which took place on Thursday 14 February went well. Pupils
participated in different activities such as games and group discussions.
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VALENTINE’S DAY – GRADE 7
The Valentine’s Day activities which were held by the Grade 7s on the 15th of
February were a success.
Thank you to all the teachers who assisted and to all the pupils who helped make
this fund raising such a success.

KINGFISHER HATS
Kingfisher hats must be worn by all pupils when they go out for break. It is part of
the school uniform and not an optional extra.
HOUSE T-SHIRT ORDERS – NEW PUPILS

To order a House shirt, please write the name of the pupil on an envelope and
send it to the register teacher with an amount of R100.
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SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP
Parents are welcome to visit our second hand uniform shop.

Parents, please donate unwanted/outgrown uniform items to our second-hand uniform shop.

MARKED BELONGINGS/LOST PROPERTY
Please make sure that all your belongings (stationery, clothes, shoes, lunch box) are clearly marked with
your name and also that you look after them carefully. The procedure for lost property for this year is as
follows. Lost property that is marked will be returned to the owner. Unmarked lost property will be put in
a box in the sick bay. Pupils will be allowed to look in this box on a Wednesday and Friday after
assembly, 07:10 – 07:30. Should they find their lost items in the box, they will have to pay an amount of
R1.00 per item to have them returned.

PHOTOS

Grade 8s - Ties received

……………………………………………
Mrs Renée Campbell-Brown
Headmistress
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